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Hello and welcome to the River Dargle Flood Defence 
Scheme Newsletter for November 2014. Over the coming 
months and throughout this project the Municipal District of 
Bray, Wicklow County Council and the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) aim to keep the town and particularly the residents 
living near the Dargle River, fully informed of the schemes 
progress at every stage.  

This project is one of the key capital investment projects 
by Wicklow County Council and the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) with an investment of €40 million and over the next 
two years will see the completion of this vital Flood Defence 
Scheme. 

As you may already know the Flood Defence Scheme in-
volves the widening and deepening of the river channel and 
the construction of walls and embankments along a 3.3km 
stretch from Silverbridge at the N11 to the Harbour Bridge 
at Bray Harbour.

The scheme is required to protect both property, but more 
importantly, potential loss of lives in Little Bray. 

Works on site have been ongoing since 2012. The main con-
tractor was SIAC construction Ltd. They were on site for two 
years before the company went into examinership.                

The contract was terminated by agreement resulting in the 
construction of the works being suspended since November 
2013. 

Works that have been completed already will have a signif-
icant beneficial affect in alleviating flood risk in the interim 
period.  

Wicklow County Council is now continuing the construc-
tion with Tom Foley Management Ltd taking on the role of 
Construction Management Service Provider and back in July 
2014, works recommenced on the River Dargle Flood De-
fence Scheme. 

Simon Harris, TD, Minister of State with special responsibility 
for the Office of Public Works (OPW) said, “I am delighted 
that this very important scheme has recommenced. This is 
a vital project for Bray and it’s local residents. I look forward 
to seeing the schemes progress, it’s changes and improve-
ments as they occur. My office, the Office of Public Works, 
continues to work closely with Wicklow County Council on 
all aspects of this project and I will endeavour to ensure that 
this project is completed in full and on time”. 

As of November 2014 it is estimated that around 35% of the 
overall flood protection scheme has been completed so far.

Over the next couple of pages you will see: 

1. Scheme timelines 
2. What has happened since July 2014
3. Update on what will happen in 2015 & 2016 
4. Artist impression on how our river will look when the 

scheme is completed
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                                                    Timelines 
We are aiming to have the River Dargle Flood Defence Scheme completed in late 2016. The is subject to weather, 
ground conditions and in accordance with environmental restrictions such as those set by the Wildlife Acts. The 
below diagram highlights the scheme by each phase. 

Environmental Update 

Invasive Species 
Since July 2014 the extent of the Japanese 
knot-weed and Giant hog-weed has been 
surveyed and mapped by an Ecologist. These 
invasive species will be removed and dis-
posed of in a controlled environment under 
the supervision of the Ecologist. 

Environmental Monitoring Committee
This committee has recommenced with 
meetings taking place every 6 to 8 weeks. 
The committee comprises of members of the 
local community; Inland Fisheries Ireland; 
Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht; 
OPW and local angling interests.

Archaeology 
The archaeological remains discovered in the 
area around the Bray Bridge were reburied 
recently under the supervision of the an 
archaeologist and with the permission of 
the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht (DAHG). 
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Since July we have 
Completed a number of works. These include: 

The La Vallee Emergency Works commenced 
in early June 2014 with Jons Civil Engineering 
Ltd as Contractor and Halcrow Barry Ltd as 
Employer’s Representative. These works were 
required to rectify ineffective flood defences 
along a 270m stretch of the River Dargle in 
the vicinity of the La Vallee complex.  The final 
design of the Works consisted of the installa-

tion of approximately 600m sheetpiles ranging 
in length between 8m -13m; 130No 18m long 
ground anchors; the construction of 270m of 
a 1.4m deep rock riverbed and other ancil-
lary works. The river bed reconstruction was 
designed in conjunction with Inland Fisheries 
Ireland to promote and support the aquatic 
habitat, a fundamental objective of the project. 

Through a coordinated and focused effort by 
all parties (Wicklow County Council, Office 
of Public Works, Employer’s Representative, 
Contractor and Contractor’s Designers (AGL 
Ltd and Fluvio Ltd)) all works in the river were 
completed on 7th November 2014. 

• Repairs and bank stabilisation at Silverbridge.
• Emergency Works at La Vallee.
• Construction work on the flood defence bund west of the County Brook stream is continuing. 
• A substantial part of the Peoples Park re-opened to the public on 5th November. 
• De-vegetation of the south bank of the river (RHB) is ongoing at the Maltings. 
• Enabling works at Seapoint Court and Maltings. 
• Masonry wall construction at Ravenswell Road. 
• A temporary bridge at People’s Park, to allow construction traffic across the river without 

impacting on the riverbed.

On going works that will continue into early 2015 include: 

1. Flood defence works at Seapoint Court and Ravenswell. 
2. La Vallee landscaping due to start in early 2015. 
3. Flood defence works at Coburg.

November Feature - La Vallee Emergency Works 



What is left to do?
The scheme has a number of key activities. Below is an 
outline of them:  

What will you see when 
the scheme is completed?

Keep up to date 
Why not follow us on Twitter @bray_ie, like us on Facebook or log onto www.bray.ie 
for the very latest news! 

Planned works for 2015 

Ravenswell Road     
Seapoint Court to Bray Bridge    
Coburg Flood Defence Wall    
Maltings Flood Defence Wall   
In river works      

Planned works for 2016

Peoples Park to Bray Bridge   
Maltings to La Vallee     
Works to The Slang Area     
Scheme landscaping     
In river works      

The periods and sequencing of the work outlined above will 
be subject to weather, ground conditions and environmen-
tal restrictions such as those set by the Wildlife Acts. 

When fully implemented, the Flood Defence Scheme will 
greatly reduce the risk of flooding in the town of Bray and 
thus improve public safety and protect public and private 
property. 

A more detailed description of the development can be 
found in the Environmental Impact Statement which is 
available to view on the Bray Municipal District’s website 
www.braytowncouncil.ie. 

t: @bray_ie
e: braymd@wicklowcoco.ie
w: www.bray.ie

When the scheme is fully completed in late 2016 
there will be a number of significant changes to the 
river and it’s landscape. The ‘before’ image above is 
the view presently from the bridge looking towards 
the harbour. The ‘after’ image below is an artist im-
pression of the same view after works have been 
finished. 

See www.bray.ie to download our full visual assess-
ment. 

Before

After
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