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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Bray Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Town 
Hall, Bray on Tuesday 20

th
 June 2017 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 
Present: Councillor Joe Behan,  
 Councillor Christopher Fox 

Councillor Steven Matthews 
Councillor Oliver O’Brien 
Councillor Michael O’Connor 
Councillor Brendan Thornhill 
Councillor John Ryan 
Councillor Pat Vance 
 
 

Also present:    Mr. Des O’Brien, Director of Services 
Mr. David Forde, District Administrator 

    Mr. Liam Bourke, District Engineer 
    Ms. Triona Irving, Administrative Officer 
 
Absent     
 
Apologies:     
 
A Vote of Sympathy was extended to the families of victims of the Grenfell Tower Fire in 
London and it was agreed by all to send a letter to the Local Council.  Also a Vote of Sympathy 
was extended to the families of Irene Byrne and Father Jack Lynch. A minute’s silence was 
observed, as a mark of respect. 
 

1. Confirmation of Minutes of Annual General Meeting Dated 21
st

 June 2016 

Councillor Joe Behan proposed confirmation of the minutes of 21
st
 June 2016 and Councillor 

Pat Vance seconded the proposal. 
 
Before the election of the Cathaoirleach for 2017-2018 the outgoing Cathaoirleach Councillor 
Matthews made the following speech. 
 
'I want to thank members for the opportunity to chair our council and for their support. 
Thank the Municipal District Staff. Always had the highest regard for our Bray executive and 
staff, this year has allowed me to work closely with the staff I thank them for their time 
especially thank District Administrators staff David Forde and Tresi O'Brien . I have no doubts 
about the commitment, dedication and competency of our engineers, administrators and 
outdoor staff, led by our District Manager Des O'Brien to making this town a better place.  
We are heading into a period of large scale strategic development for this district such as the 
huge Fassaroe development and N11/M50 proposed upgrades, it is vitally important that we 
get our transport planning right and work closely with the tansport agencies TII and NTA to 
alleviate the traffic issues facing the town. We need to push ahead with the Florentine proposal 
and complete our town development plan this year. Over our remaining two years, it is crucial 
that we work collectively as a council to ensure we get the best planning, transport and 
economic outcomes for bray from these developments. We need to work together to ensure 
Bray gets its fair share from the central budgets to which we contribute the largest amounts in 
terms of parking receipts, property tax, rates and development contributions.  
It is critical to the success of these objectives that we have strong leadership from 
Cathaoirleach supported by councillors and our executive.  
We have made some progress this year but we have a lot more work to do over the next 24 
months of this councils term. We have made some improvements to our town such as the river 
walk and boardwalk, the Blue Flag, seafront railings and seat backs and Bray Head 
management plan and commencement of social housing new builds and refurbishment. We 
need to progress the Bog Meadow community centre in Enniskerry, secure funding for tourism 
projects such as the Sugarloaf Mountain Way which I hope to see completed this year and NTA 
funding for improvements to our road safety and Cycle Network Plan.  There is much more we 
can do and will do if we work together and with our executive team. We need to be a united 
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group in Wicklow to secure the resources and funding we need to carry out our responsibility to 
the residents of Bray, Enniskerry and Kilmacanogue. It has been a privilege to Chair this 
council, to start these projects and I look forward to working with our incoming Cathaoirleach 
and Leas Cathaoirleach to ensure the best possible outcome for our communities' 
 

The members raised the following points; 

 I would like to pay tribute to the time and effort you gave to your position as 
Cathaoirleach.  Also to the way you communicated with the members. 

 You carried out your goals with determination and did a tremendous job.  You should 
be proud. 

 To be Cathaoirleach is a great honour and you had a great year. 
 You did an excellent job, it is not an easy one but you left your imprint. 

 
2. Election of Cathaoirleach 

Councillor Vance proposed Councillor Fox as Cathaoirleach for the period July 2017 to June 
2018 and Councillor Ryan seconded the proposal 

 
This was agreed by all the members. 
The District Administrator then deemed Councillor Fox to be elected as Cathaoirleach of Bray 
Municipal District for the term 2017-2018 as there was no other candidate. 
 
The incoming Cathaoirleach, Councillor Fox and made the following speech 
 
Cathaoirleach Matthews was excellent in all aspects and was a great ambassador for the town. 
He represented the town well, had great rapport with the staff and progressed many issues. 
He opened avenues to the officials which I hope to continue.  He invited the vice chair to 
meetings and I will as well. 
Bray is a cash cow for Wicklow County Council through property tax, rates, parking etc.  The 
new development in Fassaroe will provide significant development contributions; the policy 
equalising the Districts is discriminating against Bray. 
We are the Bray Municipal District Team and I am looking for your support.  I would appreciate 
if you could give myself and the staff the heads up on any issues of concern.  We need to work 
within the scope of our Standing Orders to be effective and efficient.  It is important to have a 
structure at meeting in order to get more work done.  Staff rapport with the Cathaoirleach is 
important. 
I admire the District Manager Des O’Brien as a professional person, he would always row in 
behind and push issues for Bray. 
Kilmacanogue and Enniskerry have been fortunate to have Liam Bourke as District Engineer, 
these areas have been transformed and have seen the benefits. 
Let’s push Bray on the agenda in Wicklow County Council. 
 
The members raised the following points; 

 Congratulations on your election and I look forward to working with you. 
 You certainly have my support and I am sure that you will do a great job just as your 

father did. 
 You will do a fine job and have always been available to other Councillors.  It is great to 

have a representative from Kilmacanogue in the chair; it shows we are a District. 
 You are affable and easy to get on with. 

 
3. Election of Leas Cathaoirleach 

The incoming Cathaoirleach, Councillor Fox then proceeded to call for nominations for the 
position of Leas Cathaoirleach for the coming year.  
 
Councillor Ryan proposed Councillor Vance as Leas Cathaoirleach and Councillor Fox 
seconded the proposal.  
 
Councillor Thornhill proposed Councillor O’Connor as Leas Cathaoirleach and Councillor 
O’Connor seconded the proposal.  
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The District Administrator called for a vote as there were two candidates proposed for the 
position of Leas Cathaoirleach 
 

The members voted as follows; 
 

 Cllr Vance Cllr O’Connor 

 For For 

Councillor Joe Behan √  

Councillor Christopher Fox √  

Councillor Steven Matthews √  

Councillor Oliver O’Brien Abstain  

Councillor Michael O’Connor  √ 

Councillor John Ryan √  

Councillor Brendan Thornhill  √ 

Councillor Pat Vance √  

Total 5 2 

 
Councillor Vance was deemed elected Leas Cathaoirleach of Bray Municipal District for the 
term 2017-2018. 
The incoming Leas Cathaoirleach made the following speech. 
 
Thank you for your support tonight, I am delighted it is a long time since I was in this position.  I 
have always had the main issues of Bray to the fore and now also Kilmacanogue and 
Enniskerry.  I agree the powers have been taken from this Council and I support them been 
brought back.  I will support and help you Cathaoirleach in any way I can. 
 
The members raised the following points; 

 Congratulations on your election and you will be a fantastic support to the 
Cathaoirleach. 

 You will bring a lot of experience to the position. 
 I am delighted with your election; you know the system and have build a rapport with 

officials in Wicklow County Council.  This is something we can use to our benefit. 
 

4. To approve Schedule of Meetings for July 2017 to June 2018 

 

Schedule of Meetings for Municipal District of Bray 
 

July 2017 to June 2018 
 

Ordinary Meeting  

4
th
 July 2017   

5
th
 September 2017  

3
th
 October 2017  

7
th
 November 2017  

5
th
 December 2017  

9
th
 January 2018  

6
th
 February 2018  
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6
th
 March 2018  

10
th
 April 2018   

1
st
 May 2018  

19
th
 June 2018

+
  

 
 

Easter Monday is on the 2
nd

 April 
+
  Will also incorporate Annual General Meeting.   

 
The Schedule of Meetings for July 2017 to June 2018 was approved by all the members. 
 

5. Any other Business 

The District Administrator informed the members that there was no other business. 
 
 
 
This concluded the meeting. 
 

* * * * 
 
Signed:  ______________________________________  

   CATHAOIRLEACH 
 
 
Signed:  ______________________________________  

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 
Dated:  ______________________________________  
 


